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Dear Friends,

When we think of the past year, we think of major
transitions and milestones. Family Connections’
community partners, staff, and Board celebrated
retiring Executive Director Joanne Federman after 29
years of service. We were warmly welcomed as new
Executive Director and new Board President. We
served over 700 families. We began the commemora-
tion of our 40th anniversary - a timeline of which we
share throughout this report.

The continuation of the pandemic, with its isolation,
and economic volatility, brought out the best in every-
one as we continued to work together to pivot to
meet new challenges. As Joanne noted, “I'm proud of our resilience, creativity,
and flexibility - being open to change when needed and having the courage to
move forward. Family Connections is made up of many visionaries!”

While there have been many locations and many programmatic changes through-
out our 40 years, Family Connections’ core is focusing on the parents/caregivers,
and through them elevate their children. Imagine the number of relationships we
have built - with parents, with children and parent to parent!
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As we celebrate our 40th anniversary, we are proud to celebrate the many
milestones - programmatic and administrative - that we have achieved over the
past four decades, largely through the support of a generous and passionate
community of supporters. However, we also recognize that to stay relevant,
sustainable, and mission-driven, we must always strive to look externally and
internally at how we can improve our operations, governance, programs, and
community partnerships.

As we approach our 2Gen-centered continuum of support that focuses on both
parents/caregivers and children, we aim to pay tribute to the foundation of the
past 40 years, while providing visionary leadership for our future of nurturing
social connections, enhancing child development, and improving school readiness.

We are grateful to every one of you who have allowed us to be a part of your

family,

Tiffany Scruggs

President, Board of Directors
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Our full continuum of support for parents and their children, aged birth to 6, is
evident through the synergy in the longstanding programs we offer. The Family
Playrooms began in our early days, proactively meeting what we perceived to be our
communities’ needs. As we grew over the years, it was always in anticipation of what
parents needed - which in turn served their young children and helped them thrive.

Baby & Me

Starting in 1992, the goals of Baby & Me were to reduce isolation, provide information
around early developmental milestones, and build community among parents and caregiv-
ers of babies, birth-12 months. Thirty years later, this weekly program provides caregivers
connections, gain information, share experiences, and find support from each other and
our Family Support Specialist. Babies benefit and thrive from early socialization, varied
stimulation as well as more confident and happy parents.

Beyond Baby & Me

A virtual after-hours parent chat. Led by our expert staff, this unique parent support
program removes barriers of time, location, and transportation that many families with
young children encounter in their day-to-day lives.

Music with Marisa
A beloved virtual program for children and their caregivers on Zoom. Participants enjoy
interactive music, movement and fun. Now world-wide as Marisa has moved to Germany!

Parent Cafes

Free parent/caregiver-led conversations about the joys and challenges of raising children
and sharing ways to strengthen our families. Funded by a grant from The Louise H. and
David S. Ingalls Foundation and a Cleveland Heights Community Block Grant, these gather-
ings bolster confidence and a sense of community.
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We offer these programs free of charge to the community thanks to the
generosity of our donors and community partners listed in this report.
We are grateful to nurture social connections, enhance child development
and improve school readiness for families throughout Greater Cleveland.

Family Playrooms

First started in 1983, our Family Playrooms are the cornerstone of Family Connections.
Designed for families with children, aged birth to 6, the playrooms provide family support
for early childhood literacy & development, build community, and make connections through
interactive adult-child play. Each playroom is an imaginative, hands-on space for young
children and their caregivers in a safe, comfortable, and reassuring environment. The Family
Playrooms have been a place for families to gather, play, connect & find joy for 40 years!

SPARK (Supporting Partnerships to Assure Ready Kids)

SPARK is a program that provides a kindergarten readiness advantage for families with pre-
school children, aged 3 to 4. Once or twice a month, a SPARK family meets with their assigned
home visitor called a Parent Partner. SPARK visits help the parent engage the child in a lesson
that was developed around state standards. SPARK also conducts developmental screenings
and provides referrals and links to community resources.

Family School Connection

A kindergarten-focused home-visiting program that enhances the partnerships between
home and school to ensure kindergarten students possess the foundational skills needed to
be on track for reading. Parents develop the skills necessary to support their child’s educa-
tional development and become actively engaged with the school. Family Coaches use home
visits and after-school programming to share with families grade level games and activities to
reinforce classroom instruction.
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40 Years and Counting

As we look back through photos and mementos of
our rich history, we found this picture from simpler
days - a fundraiser to bring awareness about the
organization into our community - before cell phones,
websites, Facebook, and other social media.

In this timepiece, we made a remarkable find with the
sign under the popcorn machine that reads “GOALS”.

| Parent Education
Il Prevention ldentification

Il Enjoy Parenthood
IV Communication and School Connection

Family Connections has delivered on all these goals
and more with our carefully crafted programs. The
four original principles on this sign have been modi-
fied to the changing needs of our current times. Par-
enting and early childhood development/school readi-
ness are constantly researched and evolving. In this in-
formation age, it's nice to know that after 40 years,
Family Connections is still relevant.

The principles not mentioned on the sign that Family
Connections provides are play, friendships, advice,
community, and love.

In our 40 years, Family Connections has become a
leader in Northeast Ohio when talking about early
childhood development and parenting.



Observations from the Playroom

When you walk into one of our playrooms, you're immediately struck with an
environment filled with colorful toys, joyful laughter, a toddler pleading her case, and
a welcoming smile.

In the playroom, you will meet a variety of people with diverse backgrounds from the
community. For all caregivers, there are many opportunities for discussing parenting
comparisons, current events in the neighborhood/school, other Family Connections
programs, and making plans for a future play date.

Family Connections has been a unique family destination for 40 years and counting.
Others have duplicated our playrooms but can’t replicate what we genuinely offer.
What's the secret? Our staff, carefully designed playrooms, and curriculum.

Ellen Barrett and Ellen Barcus have welcomed families to the playrooms

for a combined effort of 40+ years. For many new families, the Ellens are the first
people they meet at Family Connections. They give caregivers reassurance, guidance,
connections, and resources. Their gentle approach to modeling effective ways of
communicating with children or talking about child-age stages in a non-judgmental way
helps caregivers navigate the daily challenges of parenting you can’t get from a book
or the internet.

8 Ellen Barrett and Ellen Barcus



Income

B Contributions & Grants
B Contractual Services
B Other Income (pandemic relief)
| Special Events (net expenses)
B In-Kind Services
B Donated Facility

Total Support

Expenses

B Program Expenses

B Management & General

B Fundraising

B |h-Kind Services

Total Expenses

2022 Finances

$
$
$
$
$
$

$1,771,482

$1,265,501
$ 171,918
88,129
34,500
$1,560,048

$
$

Board of Directors

Tiffany Scruggs, President

Alexis Kim, Vice President

Robbie Twells, Interim Secretary ~ Scott Henry, Treasurer

Andrew Bouthilet
Sarah Cain Spannagel
Michael Copeland
Jeff Koons

Tracey Marks

H. David Rocker

Sofia Sova

Bianca Butts
Rita Camardo
Jed Davies
Gayle Lewin
Lissy Rand
Sarah Schutt

542,750
926,641
228,748
33,950
34,500

4,893

Board Presidents 1982-2023

Jennifer Lawry Adams
Laura Bennett

Daniel Berick

Andrew Bouthilet
Lois Brucken

Patricia Diven

Steve Doucette

Sally Dyer

Kari Elsila

Tom Feher

Krissy Dietrich Gallagher
Carolyn Grossman
Mary Frances Haerr
Elizabeth Heller

Chris Hunter

Kyle Hodges

Earl Leiken
Michael McCord
Nina McLellan
Kathie McWilliams
Patricia Mearns
Trent Meyerhoefer
Amy Quetell

Lissy Rand

Ann Rebeck
Catherine Robertson
Tiffany Scruggs
Lauren Shultz
Virginia Stieger
Dr. Cyndee Taylor
James D. Vail
David Weiss



$2,500 or more
Anonymous
Joanie and Tom Adler
Amy and Andrew Bouthilet
Jill and Jed Davies
Julie and Scott Henry
Sandra and Harry Holmes
Kelly and Peter Nagusky
Nancy and Irving Oleinick
Judy and Gary Rand
Sarah and William Schutt
Dr. Beth Sersig and

Dr. Christopher Brandt
Barbara Sheffler
Debbie and Jim Vail
Deborah Warner & Michael Ungar
Sue Wolpert and Ray Lesser

$1,000 - 2,499

Anonymous

Jennifer and Jeremy Bordeaux

Ginnie and David Dawson

Brooke Falk Feher & Tom Feher

Krissy and Mark Gallagher

Calvin Griffith

Alexis Kim

Jennifer and David Lenz

Tracey and Joe Marks

Paul Murphy

Helen and David Nagusky

Louisa and Solomon Oliver

Katie and Timothy Panzica

Gloria and Leon Plevin Family
Foundation

Mimi Plevin-Foust & William Foust

Lissy Rand

Barbara and Tom Soules

Dr. Sarah Cain Spannagel and
David Spannagel

$250 - 999

Janet and Andrew Banks

Lisa and Josh Berger

Mimi Darmstadter & Michael Berger
Laura G. Berick Foundation
Bianca Butts

Dr. & Mrs. William E. Cappaert
Katherine Coleman

Joi and Michael Copeland

Nicol and Michael Coxon

Laura and Scott Desmond

Jan and Michael Devereaux
Joanne Federman &Howard Sobel
Daniel Gallo

Leslie Greenhalgh & Kurt Miller
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2022 Donors

Amy R. and Jeremy S. Goldberg
Philanthropic Fund
Elizabeth and David Hagen
Maria and Chris Hunter
Judy Jin and Florian Rieder
Marian and Eric Klieber
Leslie and Jeff Koons
Carol and Gilbert Lowenthal
Marci and David Lu
Molly Machmer-Wessels &
Fritz Wessels
Amanda & Haim Mayan Donor
Advised Fund
McGuigan Goodwin Family Fund
Megan and Michael McNamara
Anita and Joe Miller
Cassandra and Sam Mintzer
Sara and Nate Molnar
Marjorie and Bert Moyar
Deborah and Zachary Paris
Linda Rae and Andrew Hertz
Becky and H. David Rocker
Tiffany and Jermaine Scruggs
Janet and John Sharp
Carrie and Scott Shelfer
Peggy Spaeth
Margaret Terry & Lloyd Snyder
Jacki Thorman
Heather and Gabriel Torok
Taylor and Mark Turturici
Robbie Twells
Blanche and Jack Valancy
Susan and Tim Webb
Mayor David E. Weiss

$100 - 249

Jennifer and Dan Adams

Connie and Murray Altose

Jean and Timothy Angbrandt

Hannah Arnson

Shelley and Mark Assel

Denice Benton

Joanie Berger & Robert Nosanchuk

Mary and Daniel Berick

Margaret Bernstein & Randy Keller

Rachel and Collin Blackburn

Maura Brozovic & Terry Friguglietti

Evan Mearns Carbonell and Alfredo
Carbonell

Margot Copeland

Alisa Cowen

Martha Cubberley

Jennifer and Charles Cushwa

Beth Darmstadter

Joel Darmstadter

Timothy DeWine

Pat and Dave Diven

Elizabeth Dreben and Hillel Chiel
Theresa and Michael Durbin

Kari Elsila and Michael Buescher
Amy and Rob Fischer

Kari French

Susanna Gransee

Rick Grossman

Loraine and David Hammack
Megan Hensley

Betty Hess

Annette and Brett Himes
Christopher Johnson

Mearilyn and Howard Karfeld
Katharine Kenny

Eefje Kolkman

Sue Ellen Korach

Jeanene Kress

Susanna Krey and Charles Miller
Anthony Lammers

Ellen and Earl Leiken

Joan Levin and Kenneth Sustin
Gayle Lewin and Anthony Vorell
Malia Lewis and Margot Damaser
Christie Manning

Tammy Manski

Jennifer Marks Najjar & Daniel Najjar
Marsha and Craig McGill

Janet McGrath and David Zordan
Conor McLaughlin

Terrence A. Messerman, DDS
Adrienne Mundorf

Jessica and Ben Nave

Deborah and Roger Osgood
Sue and Eric Pardee

Carol Paull

Kevin Peter

Lola and John Plough

Geralyn Presti and John Sedor
Pejavar Rao

Leah Ratner and Paul Sobel

Ann Reichsman & Bruce Catalano
Enid and David Rosenberg
Dr.and Mrs. Fred Rothstein

Rikki and Timothy Rychel

Dallas and Bill Schubert

Mr. and Mrs. John Schubert
Janet and John Sharp

Kathleene Smachlo & David Kaplan
Sofia and Jeff Sova

Allayne and Kevin Stephans
Sharon Sternen

Caitlin Sullivan and Joseph Borus
Lisa Sutton

www.familyconnections1.org/get-involved/donate

Jennifer and Lee Swindell

Dr. Cyndee Taylor

Joan Trey and Daniel Brustein
Christine and James Wamsley

Below $100

Karen Allen and Edward Becker

Mike Armin

Julia Barcus

The Berk Family

Amy Brodsky

Sarah and Hartley Brody

Barbara and Stanley Brown

Cindy and Michael Bruder

Cassie and Daniel Budin

Mary Beth Burkholder & Gary
Zaremsky

Margaret & Alexander Campbell

Patricia and Jim Campbell

Daniel Carcioppolo

Susan and Michael Cargile

Trent Charles

Dorene Davis & Francis Chiappa

Barbara and Rich Cicerchi

Craig Coen

Tammy and Joe Coney

Sadie Conway

Susan and Dale Cowan

Robyn Cutler

David Dickenson

Rebekah Dorman, Ph.D.

Luise Easton & Charlie Farrell

Marji Edguer

Valerie Fazekas

Virginia Fitz

Susan and William Flickinger

Andrea Freeman

Dr. George Gelehrter

Antoinette & Anthony Gelsomino

Karen and Bryan Gillooly

Carol Gobel

Matthew Grabenstein

Jennifer and David Grossman

Rebecca Gruss

Scott Hamilton

Lauren Harlow

Amy Green Havelka

Alison and Ryan Heider

Laurie Holmes

Sheila Holowitz-Freimark

Lisa and Kasib Husain

Susan and Jonathan Krantz

Paul Kress

Grace Kress

Joyce Kucler


http://www.familyconnections1.org/get-involved/donate/

Kelly and Kyle Landrum
Marilyn and Chris Langmack
Marilyn Malkin & Henry Bloom
Susan and Jim Marder

Joan and William Mawby
Rhonda McLean

Nina McLellan & Walt Nicholes
Terri Mester

Sara and Peter Mihalek

Marc Millard

Timothy Minnis

Christopher Momon

Shari Nacson and Ben Nichols
Beth Nagusky

Katie Passarell and Chris Hine
Brontie and Marc Phillips
Crystal Pickus

Susan and Terrell Pim
Shannon and Andrew Pohl
Beth and Larry Pollack

Joyce Pope

Laura Rampe

Richard Rezek

Bridget and Norman Robbins
Georgianna Roberts

Mickey Rzymek

Mr. and Mrs. Ray Seiler

John Shelley

Elaine and Clyde Simpson
Ellen and Burt Singerman
Susan and Doug Smith

Katie and William Solender
Joan Spoerl and Ken Sakaie
Carolyn Steiner

Elaine Stone

Lara Troyer and Jeff Dyck
Margo Vinney

Sharon and Matt Walters
Virginia and Stephen Weiss
Robert Weltman

Heidi and Gregory Williams
Steven Williams

Marilynne Zigman

Tribute to Joanne Federman
In 2022, we celebrated the retirement
of Executive Director, Joanne
Federman after a 29-year career with
Family Connections. Tribute gifts
made in her honor include:
Anonymous

Shelley and Mark Assel
Jennifer and Jeremy Bordeaux
Susan and Michael Cargile
Beth Darmstadter

2022 Donors

Ginnie and David Dawson
Laura and Scott Desmond
Jan and Michael Devereaux
Rebekah Dorman, Ph.D.
Theresa and Michael Durbin

Kari Elsila and Michael Buescher

Elizabeth and David Hagen
Elizabeth Harting

Maria and Chris Hunter
Alexis Kim

Ellen and Earl Leiken

Marci and David Lu
Christie Manning

Terri Mester

Adrienne Mundorf

Nancy and Irving Oleinick
Deborah and Roger Osgood
Sue and Eric Pardee
Deborah and Zachary Paris
Leah Ratner and Paul Sobel
Sarah and William Schutt
Barbara and Tom Soules
Joan Spoerl and Ken Sakaie
Dr. Cyndee Taylor

Taylor and Mark Turturici
Mayor David E. Weiss
Heidi and Gregory Williams

Businesses and Organizations

Albert Brothers, Tzedakah Fund

Barrett Benefits Group

Bialosky Cleveland

Bliss Capital Advisors, LLC

CGB Tech Solutions, Inc

Chipotle

Dewey's Pizza

Dynamic Metal Services

Edward Jones

Federal Metal Co.

GOJO Industries

Hathaway Brown

Health & Fitness Equipment Ctrs

I.A. Lewin PE & Associates

Janus Small Associates, LLC

Kathy Macdonald Associates, Inc.

Lazorpoint

Maloney Novotny LLC

MetroHealth

New Community Bible Fellowship

Northeast Ohio Area Chambers
of Commerce

Nurenberg Paris Heller &
McCarthy Co. LPA

Oakwood Industries Donor
Advised Fund

Please note: these pages list gifts and grants gratefully received in 2022.

Padnos

Pease & Associates, LLC

Petsmart

Providence House

R.L. Hill Management, Inc.

Sarah Cain Spannagel, Ph.D. LLC

Schneider, Smeltz, Spieth, Bell

Shaker Rocks

SITE Centers Corp.

Thompson Hine LLP

Unitarian Universalist
Congregation of Cleveland

United Way of Greater Cleveland

Walter Haverfield, LLP

Wells Fargo

Wilkoff & Sons LLC

Zinner & Co. LLP

Foundations and Grants
Abington Foundation
Acacia Foundation
Arminius Foundation
Eva L. &Joseph M. Bruening Fdn
The Cleveland Foundation
Early Childhood Resource Center
Eaton Charitable Fund
Louise H.&David S. Ingalls Fdn
Jewish Community Federation

of Cleveland
Key Foundation
Marks Family Giving Fund
The Murphy Family Foundation
William J. & Dorothy K. O'Neill Fdn
Progressive Insurance Foundation
Sisters of Charity Fdn of Cleveland
Third Federal Foundation
Treu-Mart Fund

In-Kind Contributors
Appletree Books

Ben & Jerry's Ice Cream
Catalyst Events & Design
DJ Rev Dev

Giant Eagle

Heinen's Fine Foods
New Image Photography
Smithfield

Community Partners

Bright Beginnings

Care Alliance Health Center
Carol Nursery School

Case Western Reserve University
Cedar Lee District

CHN Housing Partners

We apologize for any omissions.

City of Cleveland Heights

City of Shaker Heights

Cleveland Central Promise Neighborhood

Cleveland Hearing and Speech Center

CH-UH School District

CH-UH Board of Education

Cleveland Kids' Book Bank

Cleveland Metropolitan Housing Authority

Cleveland Metropolitan School District

Cleveland Public Library

Cuyahoga County Board of Commissioners

Cuyahoga County Fatherhood Initiative

Cuyahoga County Public Library

Early Ages, Healthy Stages (a program of the
Cuyahoga County Health Department)

Early Childhood Enrichment Center

Early Childhood Resource Center

Early Childhood Resource Center/SPARK Ohio

East Cleveland City Schools

East Cleveland Public Library

Family Promise

Francis Payne Bolton School of Nursing

Friendly Inn Settlement, Inc.

Future Heights

Greater Cleveland Food Bank

Healthy Fathering Collaborative

Heights Family to Family Collaborative

Heights Libraries

Invest in Children/Office of Early Childhood

Lake Erie Ink

LGBT Community Center of Greater Cleveland

Maple Heights City School District

MetroHealth Buckeye Community Resource
Center

MetroHealth Reach Out & Read

New Community Bible Fellowship

Ohio Guidestone

Providence House

Queer Parents

Reaching Heights

Shaker Engagement Collaborative

Shaker Heights City School District

Shaker Heights Public Library

Sisters of Charity

Slavic Village P-16, a MyCom Neighborhood

St. Vincent Charity

Starting Point

The Centers

The Literacy Cooperative

University Settlement

Urban Poverty & Community Development
at MSASS - CWRU

Voices for Ohio’s Children

Warrensville Heights City School District
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11811 Shaker Boulevard
Suite 220
Cleveland, OH 44120

Strong Families Build Strong Communities

Family Connections Staff

Beth Darmstadter Tniyah Moseley-Fantroy

Executive Director Family Coach: Fairfax Elementary School, CH-UH
Jasmine Bailey Brontie Benn-Phillips

Family Coach: Mound Elementary School, CMSD Playroom/Engagement Associate

Ellen Barcus Kirsten Radivoyevitch

Program Coordinator: Family Playroom at Shaker Library SPARK: Parent Partner, Westside Cuyahoga County
Ellen Barrett Karen Reinhardt

Program Coordinator: Family Playroom at Heights Libraries SPARK: Parent Partner, Cleveland Heights-University Heights
Edward Denny IV Trena Saxon

SPARK: Parent Partner SPARK: Program Director

Quinzetta Ellis Mildred Seward

Family Coach: Oxford Elementary School, CH-UH Administrative Staff

Monica Gaulden Loretta Slaughter

SPARK: Recruitment, Retention, and Training Supervisor SPARK: Administrative Staff

Karen Gillooly LaKeesha Tolliver Funches

Director of Programs SPARK: Recruitment, Retention, and Training Supervisor
Brent Hajek Sharon Walters

Development Associate Data Specialist

Charniece Holmes Salema Wiggins

Program Coordinator: Family School Connection SPARK: Parent Partner, Cuyahoga County

Loree McCorvey Aja Williamson

SPARK: Parent Partner SPARK: Parent Partner, Cuyahoga County

Demitria McKenzie Chrissy Zoldak

SPARK: Parent Partner, Cuyahoga County SPARK: Parent Partner, Cuyahoga County

As we look forward, we encourage you to engage with us to help further our
mission. With the support of our community, we delight in bringing early childhood
literacy and connections to our families!

www.FamilyConnections1.org


http://www.familyconnections1.org/get-involved/donate/

